
 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 Workshop Meeting Minutes 

BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2021 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

OPENING; ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Moorhead at 6:33 pm. Those present were 

Committeeman Orcutt, Committeeman Sikkes, Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, Deputy 

Mayor Waldron, and Mayor Moorhead.   

 

The FLAG SALUTE was conducted. 

 

SUNSHINE STATEMENT 

Mayor Moorhead read the following statement:  Adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231 setting forth the 

time, date, place and purpose of this Public Meeting through a legal notice published in The Star 

Ledger and New Jersey Herald following the Township’s Annual Reorganization Meeting at 

which the 2020 meeting schedule was adopted.  

 

ELECTRONIC MEETING STATEMENT: 

Mayor Moorhead read the additional statement regarding holding an Electronic Meeting: “In 

addition, as result of the State of Emergency issued by Governor Murphy, the Township has 

provided a link and dial-in number for residents to participate in, or listen to, this meeting. The 

public will be muted for the business portion of the meeting but will be unmuted, and able to 

participate, at the time of the public portion. In addition, residents were encouraged to submit 

their comments via email. Those emails will be read into the record during the public portion.” 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-48 AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act; N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., declares it to be the public 

policy of the State to insure the right of citizens to have adequate advance notice of and the right 

to attend meetings of public bodies at which business affecting the public is discussed or acted 

upon; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act also recognized exceptions to the right of the public 

to attend portions of such meetings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee find it necessary to conduct an executive 

session closed to the public as permitted by the N.J.S.A. 40:4-12; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee will reconvene in public session at the 

conclusion of the executive session; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that they will conduct an 

executive session to discuss the following topic (s) as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40:4-12:   
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_____ A matter which Federal Law, State Statute or Rule of Court would impair a right to 

receive funds from federal government; 

 

_____ A matter where the release of information would impair a right to receive funds from the 

federal government; 

 

____ A matter whose disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy; 

 

X  A collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions thereof.   

 

_____ A matter involving the purpose, lease or acquisition of real property with public funds, the 

setting of bank rates or investment of public funds where it could adversely affect the public 

interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed; 

 

____ Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public provided 

that their disclosure could impair such protection; 

 

_____ Investigations of violations or possible violations of the law; 

 

___ Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body is or may 

become a party; (The general nature of the litigation or contract negotiations the public 

disclosure of such information at this time would have a potentially negative impact on the 

municipality’s position in the litigation or negotiation; therefore, this information will be 

withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the potential for negative impact no longer 

exists.) 

 

___ Matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the extent that confidentiality is 

required in order for the attorney to exercise his or her ethical duties as a lawyer;  (The general 

nature of the matter is : Agreement. The public disclosure of such information at this time would 

have a potentially negative impact on the municipality’s position with respect to the matter being 

discussed; therefore, this information will be withheld until such time as the matter is concluded 

or the potential for negative impact no longer exists.); 

 

____ Matters involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms and 

conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance, promotion or disciplining of any 

specific prospective or current public officer or employee of the public body, where all 

individual employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely affected have not requested 

in writing that the matter (s) be discussed at a public meeting;  (The employee (s) and/or general 

nature of discussion is regarding employment matters); The public disclosure of such 

information will be withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the threat to privacy no 

longer exists.; 

 

_____ Deliberation occurring after a public hearing that may result in the imposition of a specific 

civil penalty or loss of a license or permit; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee hereby declare that 

their discussion of the subject (s) identified above may be made public at a time when the 

Township Attorney advises them that the disclosure of the discussion will not detrimentally 
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affect any right, interest or duty of the Township or any other entity with respect to said 

discussion.  That time is currently estimated to be:  _________________________; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee, for the reasons set 

forth above, hereby declare that the public is excluded from the portion of the meeting during 

which the above discussion shall take place. 

 Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to go into Executive Session  

at 6:33 pm 

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and carried to come out of Executive Session at 

7:10 p.m. 

 

As a result of Executive Session discussion Motion made by Orcutt, second by Sikkes and 

approved by roll call vote: Orcutt--yes, Sikkes--yes, Van Valkenburg--no, Waldron--yes, 

Moorhead --yes to have Chief Slater continue with negotiations with Frelinghuysen Township. 

 

 PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS– up to 5 speakers, 3 minutes each 

 

No public Comment 

 

 

RESOLUTION FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION  

 

2021-44 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, SUPPORTING A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE 

TOWNSHIP OF HOPE REQUESTING THE IMPOSITION OF A WEIGHT RESTRICTION 

ON COUNTY ROUTE 519 AND 521 BY THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION    

    

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and carried to table resolution 2021-44. 

Committee members are encouraged to reach out to Hope Township Mayor McDonough.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1.) 2021-45 AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN TO MAKE AN 

APPLICATION FOR AN FY 2022 FUNDING FOR FARMLAND 

PRESERVATION GRANT TO THE NJ STATE AGRICULTURE 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE PLANNING GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown (Blairstown), County of 

Warren, State of New Jersey (the Township Committee), has recognized the need to retain its 

rural character; and 

 

WHEREAS, the preservation of farms and the strength of the Blairstown Agriculture Industry 

will be enhanced by retaining the rural character; and 

 

WHEREAS, Blairstown has contracted with The Land Conservancy of NJ to update its Farm 

Land Plan (expected to be completed in Spring 2021; and 
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WHEREAS, after due deliberation and consultation the Township Committee of the Township 

of Blairstown has determined that it is in the interests of the Township to make such application; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that the Township Committee desires to 

further the public interest by submitting a grant application for FY2022 Municipal Planning 

Incentive Grant to the NJ State Agriculture Development Committee:   

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Township of 

Blairstown in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey, on this 10th day of March 2008. 

 

2.) 2021-46 REFUND OF 2021 CORELOGIC PAYMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs has determined that Alan A. Lamoureux, owner 

of property at Block 1402, Lot 33.06, 90 Cedar Lake Road, is totally disabled, and the Tax 

Assessor granted exemption effective October 28, 2020, and that Mr. Lamoureux is to be exempt 

from that day forward in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-30:30 et. Seq. and; 

 

WHEREAS, CoreLogic is the servicer of tax payments for multiple properties, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the first quarter of 2021 taxes on the following property erroneously was paid by 

CoreLogic for the property owner, a totally disabled exempt Veteran, resulting in an 

overpayment of taxes for: 

 

Block 1402 Lot 33.06  

90 Cedar Lake Road  

Assessed to: Alan A. Lamoureux 

 

1st Quarters Due   $0.00 

1st Quarter Paid  $1,388.03 

Overpayment   $1,388.03   

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown  

Township that the Municipal Finance Officer is hereby authorized to issue a refund check to:   

 

CoreLogic – Refund Unit 

PO Box 9202 

Coppell, TX 75019-9760 

Amount $1,388.03 

  

 

3.) 2021-47 RESOLUTION-APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM MUNICIPAL COURT 

ADMINISTRATOR JANUARY 1, 2021- DECEMBER 31, 2021.  

 

WHEREAS, Suzanne Oakley was hired on January 1, 2021 as the Blairstown Municipal Court 

Administrator and; 

 



 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 Workshop Meeting Minutes 

WHEREAS, Ms. Oakley is currently considered an interim Municipal Court Administrator 

pursuant to N.J.S.A.2B:12-11(e) since she was hired after May 25, 2011 and does not hold a 

municipal court administrator certificate, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the statute allows the governing body to appoint a person as a Municipal Court 

Administrator that is not a certified Municipal Court Administrator, on an interim basis, for a 

period not to exceed one year commencing on the date of the appointment January 1, 2021, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the stature further states, “Any person so appointed may, in consultation with the 

judge of the municipal court, be reappointed as a municipal court administrator, on an Interim 

basis, for two subsequent one-year terms.  The municipal court administrator appointed on an 

interim basis may be reappointed for a fourth, and, if necessary , a fifth additional one-year term, 

provided the municipal court administrator is currently enrolled in the certification program and 

needs additional time to complete that program”;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that it hereby appoints Suzanne Oakley as 

Interim Municipal Court Administrator for a one-year term commencing January 1, 2021 ending 

December 31, 2021.  

 

Motion made by Orcutt, second by Waldron and approved by roll call vote: Orcutt--yes, 

Sikkes--yes, Van Valkenburg--yes, Waldron--yes, Moorhead--yes Consent Agenda March 

10, 2021.  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Township Facilities  

Recreation Director Pat Sagan asked the township committee if we are to continue with the 

facility use as we did prior to COVID.  

Playground Opening Policy 2021 was discussed at this time at the playground and bathrooms 

will be opened on April 1st. DPW will resume its cleaning schedule before COVID. Sycamore 

park concession stand can open. Walnut Valley concession stand at this time cannot open due to 

construction.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Environmental Committee 

Discussion took place on getting information on wording from our ordinance and to be discussed 

at a later meeting.  

 

New Jersey Cannabis Legislation 

Discussion took place regarding the growth and sale of cannabis in the township and would like 

to see some model ordinances. 

 

Main Street Parking Lot Policy 

Committee has decided not to enforce a policy as of right now on the Main Street parking lot.  

 

Driveway Inspections- 

Former Township Engineer Ted Rodman was the township’s driveway inspector with a minimal 

cost. Zoning Officer David Diehl is not able to take on the responsibly of driveway inspector. 
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Mayor Moorhead suggested keeping the inspector in house and see if DPW Supervisor Eric 

Usinowicz would be interested. Discussion took place regarding salary/stipend and increasing 

the fee for driveway inspections.   

 

Playground Opening Policy 2021-discussed during unfinished business 

 

PROCLAMATION-NATIONAL POISON PREVENTION WEEK.  

Mayor Moorhead read the proclamation.   

WHEREAS, Congress designated the third full week in March to be National Poison Prevention 

Week (NPPW) in 1961 and since then this week has helped to raise national awareness of the 

dangers of potentially dangerous medicines, household products and chemicals, environmental 

contaminants, and other substances; and 

 

WHEREAS, poison control centers across the country will focus the public’s attention on the 

free, lifesaving services provided by poison centers as well as educating the public on ways to 

prevent poisoning exposures; and 

 

WHEREAS, the NJ Poison Control Center, a division of the Department of Emergency Medicine 

at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, provides 24/7 expert medical treatment advice, drug 

information, and prevention education at no cost to the public through the Poison Help hotline; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the NJ Poison Control Center’s specialized medical professionals (doctors, 

pharmacists, and nurses) provide accessible, free, and confidential poisoning/medical treatment 

advice and information to all; and 

 

WHEREAS, the NJ Poison Control Center’s services save healthcare dollars by eliminating 

thousands of unnecessary emergency department/room visits and result in shorter lengths of stay 

for patients hospitalized for poisoning; and  

 

WHEREAS, the NJ Poison Control Center is instrumental in the surveillance and management of 

poisoning exposures across the state, including the use, misuse, and abuse of; medications, legal 

and illicit drugs, environmental contaminants, bioterrorism agents, and common household 

products and chemicals; and 

 

WHEREAS, the NJ Poison Control Center is involved in New Jersey’s efforts in homeland 

defense, counterterrorism, emergency preparedness and pandemic response, and biosurveillance; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 Hotline at the NJ Poison Control Center, a collaboration with the NJ 

Department of Health, has assisted nearly 90,000 additional callers to provide up-to-date, 

unbiased, accurate information as well as medical guidance and links to services; and   

 

WHEREAS, unintentional poisoning is the leading cause of unintentional injury death in New 

Jersey outnumbering deaths by motor vehicles and firearms; and 

 

WHEREAS, a poison is defined as anything that can cause harm if taken in the wrong amount, in 

the wrong way or by the wrong person; and 
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WHEREAS, although most reported poison exposures involve children five (5) years old and 

younger; most poisoning deaths occur in adults aged 20 to 59; and 

 

WHEREAS, overdose deaths from prescription opioids, over-the-counter medications, and 

illegal drugs remain at epidemic proportions for both New Jersey and the United States; and    

 

WHEREAS, lead exposure and carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning remain major public health 

concerns; and 

 

WHEREAS, poison center experts encourage the public not to guess, wait for symptoms, or 

waste time looking up medical information online when potential poisoning exposures occur: 

call 1-800-222-1222, text 973-339-0702, or chat www.njpies.org; and  

 

WHEREAS, all residents should save the Poison Help hotline in their cell, home, and office 

phones because a fast response can make all the difference in preventing serious injury and 

saving lives; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Rob Moorhead, Mayor of the township of Blairstown  do hereby 

proclaim the week of March 21-27, 2021 as National Poison Prevention Week in New Jersey and 

encourage all citizens to pledge their commitment to ensuring the safety of themselves, their 

families, and their community. 
 

 

4th of July Celebration 

Karen Lance spoke to the committee regarding having a 4th of July celebration this year at 

Footbridge Park. Mrs. Lance would like to begin the planning process for the 4th of July.   

Discussion took place regarding having a clause in the contract for the DJ, bands and any other 

entertainment. There is a concern regarding the food trucks and concession stand with 

restrictions.  

Mrs. Lance also expressed a concern on the footbridge and sanitation that they will need to work 

out. Mrs. Lance did ask for the committee’s blessing and the funding for the porta johns.   

 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to approve fro Mrs. 

Lance to move forward with the 4th of July Celebration and to speak to CFO Christine 

Rolef regarding funds.  

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and carried to open public comment 

 

Carol Cook- Four Corners Rd. Mrs. Cook asked if Blairstown Township was protected with spot 

zoning in Blairstown. Committeeman Orcutt stated that it has been discussed in length and they 

are very alert of the situation.   

 

Committeewoman Van Valkenburg mentioned the state aid cuts that the local schools are 

getting.  

 

http://www.njpies.org/


 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 Workshop Meeting Minutes 

Committeeman Waldron mentioned the tree trimming that is taking place in town and that 

JCP&L has put notice on resident’s door knobs.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Waldron, second by Sikkes and carried to Adjourn tonight’s meeting 8:18 

pm.  
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